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MINISTER’S MESSAGE: 

Reflections on Guatemala 

By Rev. Suzanne 

We have just returned from our three weeks of 

study break in Guatemala (March 1-21, 2010). 

Guatemala is a country of incredible beauty: 

mountains, steaming volcanoes, deep crater lakes, 

valleys, a variety of colours in flora and textiles, 

religious processions, and busy open-air markets. It 

is a feast for the senses. It is also a country marked 

with political and social oppression and 

discrimination against the native people – the 

Mayans.  

 

This mission trip was an opportunity for Rick, 

Carole Trepanier and I along with 4 other local folks 

from the Ottawa Valley to care for the Ruiz Xar 

family by building a house for them, and journeying 

with them for the better part of two weeks. We 

brought them food every day; we played with the 

children during our breaks and attempted to honour 

their traditions (e.g. asking for permission when we 

took photos). We were in tears when we left, and so 

were they. Despite the language/culture/socio-

economic differences, we had bonded, working on 

this project together. They also cared for us, by 

cooking us a feast of chicken, rice, beans and fruit 

on the last day of the build. They fed us in their new 

house before they ate there.  

 

 “When I was hungry did you give me food… when I 

was thirsty, did you give me drink”…. When we read 

this in North America, this passage is usually 

considered “metaphorical” hunger and thirst. In 

Central America where hunger exists acutely, living 

in Christ means offering literal food and shelter to 

someone who needs it. The Whites (Gringos) have a 

bad rep in Guatemala; they are the land owners, the 

slave drivers, the multinational corporation 

executives. Many of these children have never met 

Gringos, so in lots of ways, by being volunteers 

working for Guatemalans, and by going to work in 

the back of a pickup truck, (the same way that many 

of the locals travel to market), we are helping break 

down stereotypes which is, in itself, an act of 

“righting relationships”.  

 

The last day of the build 

was a day of gifting. As 

mentioned, they gifted us 

with a feast prepared by 

the community. Our team 

contributed to this family 

with an education and medical fund, school supplies 

donated by this congregation, shoes & socks (in fact 

a complete new school outfit), warm hoodies for 

everyone, a food basket for the rest of 2010, a 

stove with a chimney and bunk beds.   

 

In the last week, we visited three schools: Sacala, 

Tioxya and the Camino Seguro at the Guatemala 

City dump, designed and run by Susan Schmaltz. All 

of these schools are oases of creativity, cleanliness 

and progressive learning methods in the middle of a 

chaos born of poverty. The kids learn to read, write, 

draw, dance their traditional dances, sing their 

traditional songs, and even learn some English. At 

one school they sang “skinnamarinkydink, 

skinnamarinkydoo” in English!  We responded by 

singing and acting out “I’m a little teapot short and 

stout”, and “Old McDonald had a farm”-– complete 

with barnyard sounds from Rev. Rick!  Everyone was 

in stitches!     (continued on page 2) 
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Above:  Carole Trepanier of Wesley, with the 

children of the family we built a home for. 

 

We at Wesley had gathered 45 pairs of children’s 

shoes and 100 pairs of socks. The rest of our shoes 

and socks were donated to the Camino Seguro, the 

school at the Guatemala City dump. We had enough 

to outfit the oldest classroom and one junior 

classroom. These are kids that run around the 

outskirts of the dump with bare feet or open 

sandals, walking over cans, broken glass, and 

infected garbage that lingers in the vicinity of the 

largest dump in Central America. These kids live in 

shacks of cornstalk walls or cardboard, with an old 

tin roof.  

 

Rev Rick says: “It is difficult to describe in words the 

experience of community. Riding on the back of a 

pickup truck with five ladies in 

their 50s and 60s to our work 

site was quite a hoot.  It was 

so amazing to be adopted so 

quickly by the family we were 

building the house for. Three wonderful well-

behaved children entertained us with their hugs and 

their willingness to work alongside us. The workers 

we were building with were a great blessing. Living, 

eating, sleeping in community made the experience 

of our time together even more meaningful. After 

returning from Guatemala, there are three things 

that I will never take for granted; fresh clean air, a 

good shower, and a washer and dryer.” 

This was the first outreach project and trip Rick and 

I have taken internationally since we met.  We have 

both always wanted to do something like this. We 

are tremendously thankful that we could participate 

in this project, and will hold the Ruiz Xar family and 

Susan’s schools in our hearts forever. 

 

(Editor’s note:  For more information about Susan 

and Richard Schmaltz’ projects in Guatemala, 

visittheir website at:  http://www.oneness.ca). 

 



Music from the Heart 

Music is a wondrous gift given to us by God.  It 
reaches a part of our being that nothing else can.  It 
is an honour to be entrusted with this powerful gift.  
Every week the choir and I work 
together to bring our musical 
offerings to the worship service.  
We all appreciate others who 
also minister to us in music 
throughout the year.   
  
During this Easter season, 
there are many thoughts that 
pass through our minds.  We 
look forward to new life in the 
earth, with the coming of Spring growth.   We 
extend our hearts afresh to our God, for renewed life 
in our spirits.   

  

Joy Dispels Our Sorrow Hymn 

Morning light was dawning o’er the distant hills, 
Banished was the midnight gloom; 
Silently the angels clad in bright array 
Came to guard the dear Redeemer’s tomb. 
Soldiers were affrighted and in terror fled, 
While the angels roll the stone away. 
Then with joy proclaiming, “Christ the Lord is ris’n” 
“See the place where once the Savior lay.” 

 Easter Greetings from Marie and the Choir 
 

 

http://www.oneness.ca/
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During the next year, nine young 

members of our congregation will 

be attending special classes, 

participating in activities, meeting 

with mentors, examining 

questions of spirituality, and 

finding out more about Wesley 

United Church and what it means 

to be a member of this congregation.  Here are 

comments from some of them: 

 

BAYLIE CORRIGAN:  I am being confirmed because I 

want to become a member of Wesley United 

Church. I am learning a lot of new and interesting 

things and meeting a number of new people. I 

enjoy all of the activities that our group is engaged 

in. 

 

SARAH FREDERICK: I am taking confirmation class 

because I think it is a natural progression from 

Sunday School. Also, I think it is important to join 

the church with your own peer group because you 

share a lot of the same interests and it makes 

learning fun. During confirmation class, I hope to 

find out more about Wesley Church and what it 

means to be United. I also want to find out more 

about the programs that Wesley takes part in. I like 

Wesley Church because of the welcoming 

congregation, ministers and teachers. 

 

JANE PATTERSON: I like that in confirmation class 

we have the right to say our own opinion and no 

one will judge us. Also, I’m getting that it allows us 

to be closer to God in other ways than one, which I 

love because sometimes we can feel distant from 

God. My goals in this confirmation class are that I 

hope in the end I know where my place is in life 

with God and that I hope I have a great experience 

along the way. 

 

KRISTA DUNN: The reason I became a confirmand 

is because I felt as if I need a stronger relationship 

with God and I knew confirmation was a perfect 

way to do that. 

VICTORIA SWEET:  I want to be confirmed so I can 

become a member of the church. Confirmation 

classes will help me understand what it means to 

be a member of the church and teach me about the 

Christian faith. Also, I would like to learn how my 

beliefs may affect my life. I enjoy coming to Wesley 

United Church because there are activities and 

events that you can join and participate in. I have 

met many friends and the church environment is 

friendly.  

 

Meet Some of Our Confirmands 
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LET’S ALL UNITE FOR THE  

CAILIN GALLAGHER EVENT  

The third annual Cailin Gallagher Unite for the Fight Against 

Childhood Cancer event is being held at the Germania Hall on 

Saturday, May 29th. The event begins at 7:30 pm and the evening 

includes live music, a light lunch, and a silent auction. Tickets are 

$20 each.  

 

The Unite for the Fight committee was formed in 2008. Its mission 

is to raise funds for research into childhood cancer in memory of 

Cailin Gallagher who suffered from Wilm's Tumour, a rare form of 

childhood cancer. To date, Unite for the Fight has raised over 

$28,000 for this worthwhile cause. 

 

The money has been used to help fund 15 research projects 

within Canada this year. These projects involve: trials for better 

cancer therapy, studies of the quality of life in survivors, and the 

collection of biological samples from patients with rare cancers. 

 

Progress is being made in the fight against childhood 

cancer but successful treatments are not available to 

almost 1 in 5 children.  

 

Cailin was a tireless supporter of other 

cancer patients and her family and 

friends continue her legacy with this 

important cause. 

 

 Please join us on May 29th so that we 

may "Unite for the Fight "against 

childhood cancer. 

 

Contributed by Bonnie and Michael Gallagher 

on behalf of the UFF committee
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

Message from the Chair 

The first Council Meeting of 

the new church year on 

March 23rd began by 

welcoming three new members:  Lois Dunn as 

secretary; Janet Pearson as chair of Nominating and 

Membership; and Arla Bailey as co-chair of Pastoral 

Care. 

 

We are pleased to welcome new faces, even though 

sorry to lose retiring members:  Jean Stein, Eleanor 

Patterson, and Paula Lundrigan who we sincerely 

thank for their past help in the workings of the 

Council. 

 

There has been much discussion and excitement 

about the various plans for Wesley’s upcoming 

175th Anniversary.  Many committees have their 

own contributions to the celebration, so it should 

be an exciting time with something for everyone to 

enjoy. 

 

The Council is also having discussions towards 

clarifying the role of the Worship Committee to 

help it become as effective and efficient as possible 

when it resumes its duties in the fall.   

 

The next regular meeting of Council is planned for 

Tuesday, May 25, 2010. 

Dorothy Wotton, Chair of Council 

 

WESLEY UCW PRESBYTERIAL 

Wesley was a busy place on Monday, March 21st.   

One hundred twenty-one UCW 

members from churches across 

Renfrew Presbytery gathered here 

for the annual UCW presbyterial 

meeting. Coffee, tea and muffins 

were waiting in the parlour as the first guests 

arrived at 9 a.m.  

 

Guest speakers, Rev. Ingrid Condie-Bennet, 

president of Renfrew Presbytery, and Chaplain 

Major Neil Parker, of CFB Petawawa, spoke on the 

theme Our Protectors of Peace. Rev Condie-Bennet 

told of her family’s history as Dutch immigrants 

who chose to come to Canada in large part because 

of their tremendously positive impression of 

Canadian Forces who liberated them from the 

Nazis.  

 

Major Parker spoke about the recent medical 

mission to Haiti. Margie Patterson, the new minister 

for Westmeath Pastoral 

charge, served communion.  

At lunch, over 130 people 

enjoyed salad, deviled eggs, 

ham & beans, scalloped 

potatoes and a lemon 

dessert. 

 

Many thanks go to all who helped make this event 

run so smoothly, especially Ann and Gary. Our 

guests spoke highly of Wesley’s hospitality.  

Lee Torvi, UCW 

 

COMMITTEE OF STEWARDS & TREASURERS 

We extend a warm welcome to our new member, 

Gord Templeton. The committee is kept busy 

keeping up with general repair and maintenance. 

We are indeed thankful for the efforts of our 

custodian Ann McKay and the groundskeeper David 

Young. 

Plans are in the works for replacing 

the counter top in the upper 

kitchen. We are also obtaining 

estimates for a new roadside pulpit. 

 

A very successful Irish Stew supper and 

entertainment was held on March 17th.  We extend 

a big thank you to all who donated vegetables, 

assisted in preparation of the stew, offered their 

services in the dining area, kitchen, waste disposal, 

arranged the entertainment, provided sound 

equipment and helped with the general clean up 

following the supper. 

 

Watch for details of our upcoming annual Heritage 

Dinner on October 3, 2010. 

Peter Rumohr, Chairman 
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Wesley’s Outreach 

Haiti: Our congregation has 

been involved in two 

outreach projects already 

this year. In response to the 

earthquake disaster in Haiti, 

the United Church of Canada initiated a fundraising 

initiative to send financial support. Our 

congregation at Wesley United Church, responded 

with overwhelming generosity. Together we raised 

$2,656.60, which was forwarded to the United 

Church of Canada where it would be doubled by 

the Government of Canada. This money was raised 

in approximately three weeks. Thank you to all who 

responded so generously to this appeal. 

 

Guatemala: Three members of our 

congregation, Rev. Rick Metcalfe, Rev. 

Suzanne Nadon and Carol Trepanier 

travelled to Guatemala to provide 

volunteer support to the work of 

Richard and Susan Schmaltz. Our congregation not 

only provided receipts and support in kind in the 

amount of $1,982, but we also donated two huge 

suitcases full of new shoes and socks for the kids 

in the area. 

 Together the Wesley team helped to build a home 

for an impoverished family. There will be a slide 

presentation about their Guatemala trip on Wed., 

April 7th at 7 p.m.  Thank you to all who donated 

shoes, socks and support. And thanks to our three 

Wesleyans who gave of their time, talent and 

resources to travel so far to do this valuable work.  

 

Wesley’s New Roof Project 

In the summer of 2007, we replaced the roof of our 

church. At that time the Trustees loaned the 

Stewards $46,000 for this work. The agreement 

was that we would pay back this money so that we 

could maintain our investment fund, which 

provides valuable investment 

income for the work of our 

church. 

The commitment was to raise 

$5,000 each year until the loan is 

paid off. In the two years following, we have raised 

$11,150, achieving slightly more than our goal for 

each year. 

The outstanding balance for this expense is 

$34,850.00. This annual commitment is being 

achieved through the generous donations of many 

members of our congregation. All donations are 

appreciated. If you wish to make a donation to this 

project, please do so in an envelope and mark it 

“Roof Project”. With everyone’s contribution, we will 

be able to settle this expense in as short a time as 

possible. Thanks to those who are already 

contributing on a regular basis.  

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES: 

These activities took place in Feb. & March: 

 During February and March the Emerging 

Spirit Gatherings were held twice together 

with a “Kid’s Night Out”, a Valentine Dinner 

at Galilee Centre in Arnprior, and a Vacation 

Bible School with 11 children in attendance. 

 Four of our confirmands helped with the 

Irish Stew supper. 

 The Sunday School and 

confirmation classes 

participated in the Palm 

Sunday Service. 

 A meeting is being planned 

with Calvin United to organize a combined 

youth group and joint activities. 

 The children were invited to an Easter craft 

night.  

 The youth group is selling Easter lilies “in 

memory of” or “in honour of” 

and these may be picked up 

following the Easter Sunday 

Service. Funds raised go to the 

M & S fund. 

 Wesley’s Golf Tournment 

fundraiser to send kids to camp will be held 

Saturday, June 5th. 

 The confirmation class will be holding a 

talent show as a fundraiser for their mission 

project later. 

  Several new young couples have been 

made welcome at Wesley.  
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Christian Education – Continued 

 

Watch for these upcoming events: 

 An Emerging Spirit Gathering will be held in 

the afternoon in early April (date to be 

confirmed) 

 A Camp LauRen clean-up day is being 

organized again this year. Please watch the 

bulletin in the coming weeks for more 

details.  

 

 Thursday, April 15 – Hat Decoration 

Children of all ages are invited to 

come to the Sunday School Hall 

from 6:30-7:30pm to decorate 

hats. The hats will be sold 

following the service on Sunday, April 18th.  

Funds raised from the hat sales will be 

donated to the”Unite for the Fight” against 

childhood cancer fundraiser in May.  

We ask that you wear the hat you purchased 

to our Anniversary Service on May 2nd. A 

collection of hats will be needed for 

decorating. 

If you have any hats to donate for 

decorating, please leave them in the Sunday 

School Co-ordinators office.  

 

 Sunday, April 25th -  Clothing Exchange/ 

Give Away    Following the 

morning service, we are 

planning a children’s 

clothing exchange.  If you 

have gently-used clothing, in 

good condition that no longer fits your child 

and would like to trade it, at no cost, for 

clothes that fit, please come to the clothing 

exchange.  Bring your donations April 11th 

or April 18th and put them in the Sunday 

School Coordinator’s room. 

 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $  

Message from Committee of Stewards:  

The following graph shows the envelope/PAR donations per month.  Each step indicates the range 

of givings and the number of donors contributing at each level.  

 

 

 

 

 

At our Annual General 

Meeting, the congregation 

approved a 3% increase in 

our revenues and 

expenditures. 

 

 Please consider this increase 

when you review your 

contribution for 2010. 

              2 

  

Number of 

contributors   14 

Over 

$500. 

      25 

$200.-

500.   

     127 

$100.-

200.    

    13 

$50.-

100.     

   34 

$40.-

50.      

  27 

$20.-

40.       

36 

$10.-

20.   

Amount contributed per 

month   

Under 

$10.               
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Communities in Bloom Update 2010 - City of 

Pembroke 

Communities in Bloom is a national beautification 

program involving hundreds of communities across 

Canada and abroad.  This municipality-led project 

encourages businesses, organizations and property 

owners to participate in Communities in Bloom 

through attractive plantings of flowers, greenery 

and landscaping to improve the visual appearance 

of their area. 

 

The city of Pembroke has participated in this 

program since 1999 with great results:  in 2001, 

first in Ontario; in 2007, first in Canada (always 

competing against towns/cities our size). 

 

In late July or early August, trained volunteer 

judges travel to participating communities to 

evaluate the overall contributions of municipal 

councils and departments, industry, organizations, 

businesses, and the private 

sector--including volunteer 

efforts--with regard to the 

following categories (each 

having equal importance): 

Tidiness; Floral Displays; 

Environmental Awareness; 

Turf and Groundcover Areas; 

Community Involvement; 

Landscaped Areas; 

Tree/Urban Forest 

Management; Natural and Cultural Heritage 

Preservation. 

 

This year the city will be competing internationally, 

which means we would be amongst towns our size 

and population in Holland, Japan, England, 

Germany, etc.   Marian Patterson Coombs 

 

A New Beginning:  Wesley United Church  

The church had its beginning in 1835 as a 

Wesleyan Methodist cause organized by Rev George 

Bucher.  He was a teacher and a preacher who 

traveled by canoe, horseback and snowshoes. At 

this time services were 

held in the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Peter White 

(possibly located on the 

river behind Moncion’s 

Grocery). There were 25 people attending including 

rivermen and lumberjacks.  The church was part of 

the Bonnechere Mission. 

 

In 1841, there were 41 members and in 1844 

services were held in a log schoolhouse (20 ft x 20 

ft) located on Peter White’s property in Lowertown 

(later Campbelltown, then Miramichi,  then 

Sydenham). (Note the street names: “Peter”, 

“Cecilia”, [Peter’s wife’s name], “Elizabeth “and 

“Catherine” were two of their daughters.) 

 

In 1845, a new church was built (possibly near the 

southeast corner of Pembroke Street East and 

Cecelia Street), again on Peter White’s property. Rev 

Henry Shaler was pastor. The size of the church to 

be 26 x 36, with place left for an end gallery; the 

building to be of frame, lined with brick. 

Building Committee Members were: D. B. Warren, 

James Rowan, John Bernard and Peter White, 

Treasurer. 

 

From 1845 to 1859, this church was part of the 

Westmeath Mission.  On Nov 15,1845 the following 

persons were named Circuit Stewards; Samuel 

Adams, Peter White, James Rowan, John Cox, James 

Coburn, Robert Coburn, and W. E. Chamberlain.  In 

1860, the church was no longer in the Westmeath 

Mission but was set apart by itself with Rev James 

Masson as the minister. In 1861 the membership 

was 91 and Sunday School children numbered 67.  

175 YEARS OF HISTORY:  WESLEY UNITED CHURCH FROM 1835 TO 2010 
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In 1861 Pembroke was selected to be the seat for 

the County of Renfrew. 

 

In 1865, a parsonage was built and also at this 

time the ladies of the church organized themselves. 

They were called The Women’s Association. They 

contributed $200 to the Parsonage Building Fund. 

It is recorded: “Their good work of Christmas Cheer 

has always been helpful, and during The Great War 

they were very active and raised three to four 

hundred dollars each year for The Red Cross”. 

 

In 1867, The Pembroke Observer 

reported on the Methodist Sunday 

School Picnic held at Oiseau Rock 

on the Ottawa River, almost 

opposite Deep River. Everyone would board this 

Paddle Wheel Steamer with lunches and bathing 

suits ready for the entire day. For many succeeding 

years, the Sunday School Picnic was held either at 

Oiseau Rock, Fort William or on Allumette Island, 

always on July 1st.  

This Oiseau Boat made regular daily trips between 

Pembroke and Des Joachims with stops at 

Petawawa, Fort William, Oiseau Rock, Fraser’s 

Landing, Point Alexander and Des joachims. 

 

On August 14, 1871, at the Official Board meeting, 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter White presented a beautiful 

silver Communion Service to the Church. On 

March 5th 1873, the Official Board 

authorized the purchase of the site of the 

present church.  Seventeen new trustees 

were elected at this time. 

 

Pembroke was incorporated as a town in 1877. 

In 1877, records show the average attendance of 

Sunday school was 57. In 1879, 96; in 1883,173; in 

1886, 245.  In 1882, the construction of the new 

church began.  On May 14, 1883 plans were made 

to lay the cornerstone. On June 10th 1883, the 

cornerstone ceremony took place. Catherine 

Hamilton Coburn (picture at the west side door 

entrance) assisted in that ceremony.

(She was the grandmother of the late Rebecca 

Hunt, Gertrude Patterson, Wallace Hamilton, 

Minister, Pasadena Community Church, Florida and 

Zan Reynolds, Missionary, African Inland Mission.) 

 

In 1883, pew rent was adopted by the Official 

Board. The cost was $2.00 to $3.00 per year. All 

pews had cushions. Gallery seats were free. Plates 

were secured to the pews and a card with 

the holder’s name was inserted in it.  Pew rent was 

discontinued in the 1920s. 

 

On the third Sunday of January 1884,   

the church officially opened. An 

account from The Pembroke Observer 

stated: “This was a great day in the history of the 

Methodist Church in Pembroke”. 

The Rev T. G. Williams, D.D. of Brockville and 

President of the Montreal Conference officiated at 

the opening assisted by Rev H. F. Bland of Kingston 

and Rev James Elliott, D.D., the pastor. There were 

three services and long before the services began, 

the church was filled. 

 

On February 19, 1886, the Sunday School children, 

teachers and church officers marched to the 

Presbyterian Church (present site of Calvin United 

Church), to attend the official opening of their new 

church.  In 1889, the enrollment in the Sunday 

school was 287 which included 

children from age 4 to young 

adults.  An Honour Roll had been 

established containing names of all 

those who attended 40 Sundays or 

more.  A shield was donated which had names of 

all those who had perfect attendance in Sunday 

School. 

 

On March 1st 1897, the Centennial Anniversary of 

the death of Rev. John Wesley was celebrated with 

special services by the Rev J. B. Saunders, who had 

served as minister from 1888 to1890. 

Continued - 175 YEARS OF HISTORY:  WESLEY UNITED CHURCH FROM 1835 TO 2010 
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Wesley Gets Electric Lights – History (Con‘td) 

In the October 24th, 1884 edition of The Pembroke 

Observer, the editor wrote the following description 

about the church getting electric lights: 

 

On Sunday evening last, the 

Methodist (Wesley) and English 

(Anglican) churches in town were 

illuminated for the first time by the 

electric light, at the seven o‘clock 

services. The Presbyterian Church was closed for 

the evening and the Rev W. D. Ballantyne went over 

and preached in the Methodist Church. Both 

churches (Methodist and Anglican) were crowded to 

the doors, and certainly, both looked very fine 

under the indescribably brilliant rays of the new 

light. 

In the Methodist Church there are two lamps – the 

basement also being illuminated by the electric 

light. These lamps lit up the church beautifully and 

brought out the fine interior in a brilliant manner.  

 

Those of a thoughtful turn of mind could not help 

falling into a soliloquy on the 

wonderful progress of the town 

and age. Here was this 

magnificent church, eloquent in 

all its appointments with a fine 

pipe organ and choir, filled with a fashionable and 

richly-dressed audience, and fairly ablaze with the 

electric light, situated in a ―metropolitan‖ town, the 

site of which was a wilderness comparatively a few 

years ago.‖  

Submitted by Marion Patterson Coombs

 

Another Faith Tradition:  Celebrating Passover  

Every religion, including Christianity, has its own rituals and traditions that may seem unusual to 

others—unless you know their history.  When we sing or pray about ―the blood of the lamb‖, 

where does this reference come from?  Christian stories are closely related to those in Judaism, 

but we may not be familiar with what their celebrations are about.   

 

Around Easter, we hear and see newspaper articles about Passover, but many Christians don‘t 

know much about it. Passover celebrates the time when the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, just 

before Moses led them out of slavery towards ―the promised land‖. At that time, believers 

marked their homes with the blood of a lamb so that the wrath of God would ‗pass over‘ those 

houses. 

 

Jesus celebrated Passover with his family and friends; and to this day, Jewish people worldwide continue to 

commemorate the event in a ceremony like this:  

 

At the Seder supper the table is set. On the table are two white candlesticks and several 

other items which have symbolic significance: parsley or celery leaves, grape juice or 

wine, salt water, horseradish, a jam-like mixture and matzo (a cracker-like, unleavened 

bread).  

 

The father, or head of the household, leads the ceremony. At his place setting is a bowl of saltwater, a lamb 

bone, 3 squares of matzo, and a roasted (or hard-boiled) egg.  An extra place is set for "Elijah".  

 

1. First, a few crumbs of leavened bread are dropped on the floor and the father sweeps them up to show that 

the house is ready. 

 2. Then the mother lights the candles and recites, "Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 

who sanctifies us by Your commandments and has ordained that we kindle the Passover lights."   


